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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN WOMEN?’S
FOOTBALLER MAGAZINE

THE SA WOMEN’S FOOTBALLER IS JUST FOR WOMEN’S FOOTBALL AND HAS BEEN CREATED
TO EMBRACE THE WOMEN’S GAME AND TO ENSURE WOMEN HAVE A VOICE IN THE MEDIA

The SA Footballer have long led the way with ideas and media concepts, Long before ONE of the football leagues
caught on, and “pinched” our ideas and tried to mirror image our work. This year we again have both the SA Women’s
Footballer Magazine and the Adelaide Womens Footy Panel Show.

We were the first to bring out the Footy Budget, “Teams of the Year” and on-line football magazines, long before
anyone else. We’ve constantly been told on-line magazines would never work and even though the “Teams of the
Year” have been around 15 years, we’ve still not had any support. How wrong a few “muppets” have been. We
now have over a 100,000 people read our magazines and watch our videos each week.

We were the first to bring you video interviews of coaches and players. We brought out the first radio show on WOW
fm. We were the first to bring a live broadcast of games across the Adelaide Footy League on MixLr. Again, we were
the first to bring the live streaming of games and live commentary of games across the Adelaide
Football League. Only the SA Footballer Magazine and the managing director in Luke Hosie had the
foresight to bring all of these media platforms to football fans in South Australia.

We were the first media company to cover every football league and club in the state, with our S A Footballer
Magazine, the SA Adelaide Footballer Magazine and the SA Country Footballer Magazine. Indeed over
the last 15-years, all the firsts across football media in South Australia, lead back to the SA Footballer.

So true to being the leading trail blazers in football media across South Australia, we thought it was
only fitting that we brought out the FIRST football magazine JUST for women’s football across South
Australia, titled the South Australian Women’s Footballer Magazine.

True to form, we’ll only be having women running the magazine, the editorials, and the Adelaide Women’s Panel Show.
Who better to write and discuss women'’s football in South Australia, than women themselves. We don’t allow men to
have any say in either the magazine, the panel show or its content.

Women'’s football in South Australia is growing rapidly. We ask you to support the magazine, the panel show and the
sponsors. We aim to give you the very best magazine possible each week of the season. A magazine for women
and discussing the women’s game in South Australia.

What an amazing group of women we have in 2023 running the Adelaide Women’s Footy Show,
previously called The Adelaide Women’s Footy Panel Show, and the SA Women’s Footballer
Magazine. Our panel show is hosted by the lovely Eliza Montgomery and co-hosted by the
vibrant Tania Nicholas, Jo McPharlin, Madison Stanley and Kristie McDonald.

The magazine is written by ladies who know women’s football in South Australia backwards.
Samantha Field, Sabrina Scuteri, Annette Alvey, Kira Aswegen, Kayla Hamilton and Aidan Oliver,
make up a dream team of journalists and writers, to cover the SAWFL competition.
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Around the Grounds - Round 3 Reviews

by
Geelong (22) def by North Melbourne (31) Samantha Field

North pulled off an incredible comeback against Geelong in the opening game to win by 9 points.
Geelong kept the Roos goalless in the first half and looked like they were about to break their losing
streak to their rivals. But after the breakthrough from Bella Eddey, North turned the game on its head
and kicked the last four goals to run away with the victory. It was a fantastic battle in the midfield
between North’s Jasmine Garner and Geelong’s Georgie Prespakis, with both leading the disposal for
their sides and promising these two teams have bright futures ahead.

GWS (34) def by Richmond (53)

A dominate final quarter saw Richmond hold off a GWS comeback to win by 19 points. A run of three
goals saw GWS take the lead midway through the third term, but then Richmond found another gear
to keep the Giants completely scoreless in the final quarter. It was an odd start to the game with a
shake catcher needing to be called in to remove a red-bellied black snake that had slithered onto the
field during the warm-ups, meaning the game’s start was delayed 30 minutes. It was little bother to
Monique Conti who continued her blistering start to the season with another best on ground
performance.

Melbourne (83) def Western Bulldogs (41)

Melbourne have continued the great start to their premiership defence with a big win over the
Western Bulldogs by 42 points. While the bulldogs put up a fight they were unable to keep up with
Melbourne in the end and went scoreless in the final quarter to be completely overrun. The Dees were
simply first to the ball, winning disposals 288- 229 and as result having more than double the forward
50 entries. The win was soured however with Bannan and Gay both reporting injuries.

Fremantle (35) def Hawthorn (22)

Fremantle held off a Hawthorn resurgence to get another win on the board, this week by 13 points.
Both sides had their turn with the momentum, with Freo kicking the first three goals and then
Hawthorn responding with the next three. But the Hawks never took the lead as Freo found an extra
gear to kick the last two goals of the game and the side is now sitting comfortably in the top 8. It was
a display of Irish talent, with six of the game’s eight goals kicked by Irish players and Freo’s Aine
Tighe the best of them with three.
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Around the Grounds - Round 3 Reviews

by
Samantha Field

West Coast (24) def by Carlton (77)

Carlton bounced back after their heavy loss last week to dish out one of their own, defeating West
Coast by 53 points. The game initially felt like it was going to be a close one, with both sides only
kicking one goal in the first quarter. But a four goal second term saw Carlton blow the game wide
open and there was little that could be done to stop their momentum from there. West Coast will be
disappointed in their attack on the footy, losing contested marks 9-1 and also losing tackles 66-59
despite Carlton having much more of the ball.

Collingwood (21) Gold Coast (33)

Gold Coast are celebrating their first ever win over Collingwood after overrunning the Pies on their
home turf by 12 points. It was a close contest through the first three quarters, with each team having
their turn at the lead and neither getting more ahead than 8 points at any point. But a two goal final
term saw Gold Coast come out victorious, with ferocious defence keeping the Pies to only one behind
for the quarter. Jamie Stanton proved to be the difference between the two sides kicking three goals,
including the sealer with two minutes remaining.

Brisbane (87) def Sydney (32)

Brisbane showed Sydney no mercy in the first meeting of the two sides as they completely overran
the Swans to win by a huge 55 points. A four-goal to no-score first quarter set the win up for the
Lions for their first victory at their new home. It was a fun evening out for the Brisbane forwards who
seemed unable to miss, with Courtney Hodder kicking one of the goals of the year so far through
hands on the boundary. Laura Gardiner did everything should could to get the Swans in the game,
but even her near-record breaking 41 disposals couldn’t stop the rampaging Lions.
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AFLW

Adelaide v Essendon

SAT 16 SEP - Wigan Oval, SA

Match Summary
Round 3: Adelaide Crows (81) def Essendon (34)

by
Samantha Field

The Crows were able to turn around a sluggish start to convincingly defeat Essendon by a big margin
of 47 points.

The Bombers held the lead at the first break, but then a five-goal run put the Crows well in control.
The first goal of the game went to the Bombers thanks to aggression at the contest and Maddy
Prespakis, and Bonnie Toogood added goals to the score before the end of the quarter came.
Essendon also held the usually high scoring Crows to only one goal for the term and for a moment it
looked like an upset was possible.

But the second term was all Adelaide, as they piled on four goals to none. Stars Anne Hatchard and
Ebony Marinoff surged into the game as something clicked into place. The Crows looked more like
their usual selves as they snatched back the lead and extended it out to 23 points by half time.

Essendon tried to fight their way back into the game and were able to get another goal on the board in
the third. But they could not find their footing and often appeared rushed in their movement forward.
The Crows meanwhile enjoyed another four-goal quarter, including two back to back goals to Abbie
Ballard in the shadows of three-quarter time.

Essendon were determined to finish the game off strong, yet for all their effort they still lost the final
quarter, two goals to three, with Hatchard’s second goal putting the cherry on top for the Crows right
on the final siren.

The Bombers can take some solace in knowing they won many of the key statistics, but the Crows
were simply allowed too many forward 50 entries, winning that stat 48-21 and taking 15 marks in that
area of the ground.
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AFLW

Adelaide v Essendon

SAT 16 SEP - Wigan Oval, SA

Match Summary
Round 3: Adelaide Crows (81) def Essendon (34)

by
Samantha Field

Essendon's Daria Bannister unfortunately hit her head on the turf after an excellent tackle and has
been confirmed to have concussion. Stevie-Lee Thompson experienced back-spasms early in the last
quarter and it is uncertain whether she will be available next week against GWS.

Crows' coach, Matthew Clarke said he was happy with the win, but felt there were many things that
could be improved upon, commenting that, "we're not perfect by any stretch but seeing lots of
development.”

Anne Hatchard was instrumental for the Crows, picking up 27 disposals, 4 clearances and laying 9
tackles for the game, with Ebony Marinoff providing excellent support with 22 disposals, 3 clearances
and a game high 15 tackles.

Danielle Ponter again was dangerous up forward, kicking three goals and bringing up the 50th for her
career.

Prespakis and Toogood battled hard all day for the Bombers, notching up 21 and 18 disposals, along
with 14 marks and four goals between them.

ADELAIDE 1.3 5.6 9.9 12.9(81) ESSENDON 2.1 2.1 3.2 5.4 (34)

GOALS Ponter 3, Ballard 2, Gould 2, Hatchard 2, Toogood 2, Prespakis 2, Scott
Charlton, Waterhouse, Randall

BEST Hatchard, Ponter, Marinoff, J.Allan, Prespakis, Toogood, Brown, Cain,
Charlton Wales
INJURIES Thompson (back) Bannister (concussion)
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AFLW
St Kilda v Port Adelaide

SUN 17 SEP - RSEA Park, VIC

Match Summary
Round 3: St Kilda (48) def by Port Adelaide (56)

by
Samantha Field

With no wins yet on the board both St Kilda and Port Adelaide would have been very eager to get their
seasons going but it was Port Adelaide who dug deep to get the come from behind win.

After being disappointed in their contested game last week, the Power well and truly responded,
winning contested possessions 126-106, contested marks 9-3 and inside 50 tackles 13-8.

The game started in an arm wrestle, with the Power cleaner with their ball use but the Saints getting
more numbers to the contest. An ill-disciplined block off the ball cost Gemma Houghton a shot at goal
but the Port were able to quickly rectify it to get the ball straight back into the forward 50 to Ash Saint
who kicked the first goal of the game.

The Saints had the quick response with a goal Darcy Guttridge but great bodywork from Saint lead to
her second goal of the game and Port started to get some momentum.

But the Saints weren’t having it and turned the pressure right back on the Power, with a second goal
to Guttridge and then a deliberate out of bounds giving a goal to Nicola Xenos to steal the lead.

In the second, the Power had chances early but misses to Houghton and Phillips prevented them from
getting reward from effort. More undisciplined play saw Jaimee Lambert slot a goal to edge the Saints
out further. But Port were not discouraged and repeat entries saw Ella Boag get her first goal in the
AFLW to keep the game well and truly alive.

The Saints threatened to take the game away in the third with the first two goals from the first seven
forward 50 entries.
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AFLW
St Kilda v Port Adelaide

SUN 17 SEP - RSEA Park, VIC

Match Summary
Round 3: St Kilda (48) def by Port Adelaide (56)

by
Samantha Field

Once again though the Power were able to respond with repeat forward entries and surge footy
leading to two goals of their own, including one thanks to a freaky bounce off the boot of Indy Tahau.
With the game all set up for a thrilling finish, it was a great goal from the boundary to Ewings and then
a big kick from Tahoe that got Port in the box seat. And then it was Captain Erin Phillips who stepped
up to kick her first goal in the Power guernsey and sealed the win.

Port coach, Lauren Arnell, praised the team for being able to stick to the gameplan throughout the
contest and being able to trust each other in the crucial moments. The one dampener on the thrilling
game was the head clash between J’Noemi Anderson and Janelle Cuthbertson, with Anderson looking
very shaky afterwards and not returning to the game.

For the Power it was Ewings and Tahau who stood up when they were needed most in the third
quarter, kicking four goals between them and turning the tide. Abbey Dowrick didn’t stop fighting all
day, racking up 24 disposals, 9 clearances, and 4 tackles and new recruit Katelyn Pope also had a
positive impact.

For the Saints, Lambert was in everything with 16 disposals, 9 tackles, 5 clearances and two goals.
Priest was also dominate with 8 tackles and a team high 20 disposals.

STKILDA 3.1 43 6.5 7.6 (48) PORT ADELAIDE 2.1 3.3 5.6 8.8 (56)

GOALS Guttridge 2, Lambert 2, Xenos, Wardlaw, Saint 2, Ewings 2, Tahau 2, Boag, Phillips

Vesely

BEST Lambert, Smith, Guttridge, Priest, Dowrick, Phillips, Tahau, Ewings, Scholz
Vesely

INJURIES Anderson (concussion) Nil
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SAWFL DIVISION 1 - GRAND FINAL 2023 by

Samantha Field

PAYNEHAM NU v MORPHETTVILLE PARK
4.5-29 v 4.6-30

Morphettville Park are the Division 1 premiers for 2023! On the back of a strong second half
performance they defeated Payneham NU by the narrowest of margins, 1 point, to claim the
premiership after a strong season.

Payneham had the better of Morphettville in the first quarter, kicking two goals and one point while
holding the Roos to only one behind and having a 12-point lead at the first break. Morphettville
started coming back in the second though, but wayward kicking prevented them from gaining much
ground. They kicked one goal and three behinds while Payneham kicked another goal themselves to
see the margin at 9 points at the main break.

In the third quarter Morphettville were finally able to get the upper hand, keeping Payneham to only
two points for the term. The Roos kicked another two goals and two points to get their noses in front
at the last break by a slim 3 points, setting up a thrilling finish. Both sides kicked another goal in the
last quarter, and even though Payneham were able to sneak through another two points it wasn’t
enough to get the job done and the Roos took the honours for season 2023.

Cammie Williams was voted best on ground in her 50th game, with Chloe Harding, Mykaela Walker,
Minerva Bailey, and Brooke Trevena all finishing off fantastic seasons for Morphettville with stellar
performances. Amelia Rusden kicked two of the team’s goals, with Celestina Dona and Mykaela
Walker both kicking one each.

For Payneham it was familiar names Djimila Totham, Jess Meachin, Letisha Ackland, Chloe Samuel,
and Adrienne Davies who all fought hard but unfortunately could not get the team over the line. It
was all individual goal scorers with Letisha Ackland, Adrienne Davies, Jamie Lockwood, and Grace
Whittaker all contributing one.

Congratulations Morphettville Park!
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by

Samantha Feld SAWFL DIVISION 1 RESERVES - GRAND FINAL 2023

PAYNEHAM NU v BROADVIEW
6.9-45 v 5.2-32

In the reserves Payneham completed the fairytale season by defeating Broadview by 13 points in their
Grand Final. Payneham held the lead all day and secured the victory with a strong third quarter that
kept Broadview scoreless. Broadview attempted a comeback in the final quarter but fell well short.

For the victors the best players were Sophia Falco, Makaya Bryant, Rachel Calo, and Jade
Soderstrom with Kate Rasheed strongest up forward with two goals.

Congratulations Payneham NU!
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DIVISION 1
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2023 GRAND FINAL

PAYNEHAM NU ... 4.5-29 MORPHETTVILLE PARK ... 4.6-30
GOAL KICKERS: GOAL KICKERS:

BEST PLAYERS: BEST PLAYERS:
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DIVISION 1 Reserves
GONAER SEEREEERERE

2023 GRAND FINAL

PAYNEHAM NU ... 6.9-45 BROADVIEW ... 5.2-32
GOAL KICKERS: GOAL KICKERS:

BEST PLAYERS:
BEST PLAYERS:
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SAWFL DIVISION 2 - GRAND FINAL 2023 by

Sabrina Scuteri

Goodwood Saints vs Golden Grove

The 2023 season has come to a conclusion, and this week the Goodwood Saints and Golden Grove
compete for the title of 2023 season champions. Every year, each team aims to win the grand final
and reach this special occasion. To go this far in the season, the Goodwood Saints and Golden Grove
have worked incredibly hard and given everything they have.

The Goodwood Saints had a great start to the game, scoring three goals and a behind to take the
lead right away. The game didn't get off to a fantastic start for Golden Grove, on the other hand. They
had trouble scoring a goal or a behind; thus, they went the entire first quarter scoreless. The
Goodwood Saints were still strong in the second quarter and were determined to win the
championship. They added a second goal and a behind to finish the first half with 26 points. Golden
Grove, however, made a slight comeback in the game, scoring three behinds to end the first half with
three points. The Goodwood Saints continued to play effectively in the third quarter, adding another
goal and three behinds to keep their lead alive. The Goodwood Saints were deserving of the victory
this week based on their performance. Golden Grove only managed to score a point because they
were still having trouble controlling the ball and maintaining possession.

The Goodwood Saints finished the game strongly in the fourth and final quarter, winning by a 44-point
lead. The Goodwood Saints finished the game with 51 points (7.9) after scoring two goals and four
behinds. The Goodwood Saints are the 2023 season winners and champions thanks to this victory.
Golden Grove, on the other hand, persisted in their struggles; they were only able to accumulate 3
more points and finished the game with 7 points (0.7). Golden Grove's shots on target this week were
particularly unfortunate because if they had converted their scoring possibilities into goals, it would
have been difficult for the Goodwood Saints to win. Golden Grove should all be extremely proud of
themselves for making it this far; it is not easy reaching this point of the season and they
accomplished it, which is such an amazing achievement for them, even though they were unable to
compete until the very end and win the 2023 championship. So, congrats to Golden Grove and best
of luck in the next season.

The goal scorers this week for the Goodwood Saints were E. Whyte and P. Francis who both scored 2
goals each, followed by C. Tonkin, E. Siegert and E. Fox who all scored a goal each. Golden Grove
had no goal scorers this week and the Goodwood Saints had no best players selected for this week
either. The best players selected for Golden Grove included A. Hiebner, L-F Gambranis, L. Dunlop, J.
Lim, AR Innes.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2023 SEASON CHAMPIONS, GOODWOOD SAINTS!
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DIVISION 2
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2023 GRAND FINAL

GOODWOOD SAINTS ... 7.9-51  GOLDEN GROVE ... 0.7-7
GOAL KICKERS: GOAL KICKERS:

BEST PLAYERS:

BEST PLAYERS:
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SAWFL DIVISION 3 - GRAND FINAL 2023 oy

Annette Alvey

Hope Valley Premiers 2023!
Congratulations to the Hope Valley Football Club, Division 3 Premiers for 2023!

It was a highly competitive game all day, but Hope Valley were just that bit stronger and were the
winners by 7 points. If they had been a bit more accurate this game was over very early. The game
started off at a fast pace and that didn’t let up all game by both sides. Hope Valley really wanted it,
and it showed by the way they attacked the ball, the Flinders Park defence were under attack early
but held up brilliantly.

Hope Valley were a little nervous in front of goal and missed a couple of sitters in the first quarter
kicking 1.4, however they did keep Flinders Park scoreless in this quarter. The first quarter clearly
belong to Hope Valley and Pix bursting out of the middle on several occasions was a real highlight.
The second quarter belong to Flinders Park who fought back and kicked 1.2 and kept the Dee’s
scoreless. A two-point ball game at the main break Hope Valley with their noses in front just and what
was set up for a fascinating second half. Hope Valley came out on fire in the third quarter and still
inaccurate they kicked 1.5 and kept Flinders Park scoreless in the premiership quarter. And sadly,
that was pretty much the game for Flinders Park who were gallant but just couldn’t match Hope
Valley on the scoreboard. The last quarter did belong to Flinders Park so pride was at stake, and they
gave it their all and, in the end, it was only a goal and a bit.

Finals are a funny game and grand finals can be even stranger, for me Flinders Park were supposed
to win this one and while they will be hurting, they should be very proud to have made it to the grand
final very worthy finalists and look out 2024!

For Hope Valley, they were brilliant and are very deserved Premiers for 2023. They played a brilliant
game of football and are highly skilled fast running team, they play a great brand of footy so hats off
to the coaching staff and everyone involved. It takes a real team and club effort to win a flag so
celebrate hard and enjoy it they don’t come around every year.

On a personal note, this is my last article for the SA Footballer Magazine as | take a break away from
footy. | have thoroughly enjoyed my involvement in womens footy and writing the weekly articles. |
have seen so much improvement and progression of teams in all divisions over the last 5 years which
has been a real highlight. A massive thank you to Luke and his team for all the work they do to bring a
second to none coverage of women’s footy in SA.

All the best.
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DIVISION 3
GONAE SEEREEERRE

2023 GRAND FINAL

HOPE VALLEY ... 2.10-22 FLINDERS PARK ... 2.3-15
GOAL KICKERS: GOAL KICKERS:

BEST PLAYERS: BEST PLAYERS:
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SAWFL DIVISION 4 - GRAND FINAL 2023 by

Kira Aswegen

Hectorville 8.5 53 vs Eastern Park 2.3 15

The grand final was finally upon us, down at Blair Athol Reserve where Hectorville took on Eastern
Park in the biggest game of the season. They have been the top two teams all season with
Hectorville taking the top spot from the demons in round 12 who had led all season.

Since their round 1 loss, Hectorville had been on a winning streak and Eastern Park was out to end it
on Saturday. Hectorville were in front at halftime with a 12-point lead. Going into the second half the
Demons were looking to improve from their first half and catch up on the scoreboard.

Eastern Park only kicked one goal in the third quarter while Hectorville continued to dominate up
forward adding another two goals to their score. 19 points down at three-quarter time it was going to
take a strong effort from the Demons to come fighting back. But in the end, it was Hectorville who
was the stronger team all year and they were the stronger team when it most mattered, with a 38-
point win to take home the Division 4 women’s premiership for 2023.

The entire Hectorville team has been hard to fault this season, but it was Elle Lineage who was
named best on ground for the Grand Final, topping off her incredible year. Mollie Kristensen played
one of her best games of the year finishing second on Hectorville’s best players list. Tess
McCormack, Jazmine Egan and Taylah Roberts also played a key role in the win as they have all
year. Kicking a goal in every game but one this season, Taylah Roberts did what she does best,
kicking three goals to help secure the win. Koe McCormack was the other multiple goal scorer for the
day with two goals next to her name.

In what was a great season from Eastern Park, they’ll be disappointed to go home without the flag.
They’ve struggled to get on top of Hectorville all year but will be looking to come back next season
more determined than ever to take that flag home. It was still an incredible season for the Demons
and had a talent-filled team.

Samantha Saunders has been one of their best players for the year and put on another display trying
to get her team over the line. Vice-Captain Hayley Williamson did her best to lead her team to a
premiership featuring in the Demon's best players.

It just wasn’t meant to be for Eastern Park this year, Hectorville were just too strong of a team. But
for Hectorville it's all celebrations, after a dominant season it was hard to see any other team taking
home the 2023 Women’s Division 4 Premiership.
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DIVISION 4
GONAE SEEREEERRE

2023 GRAND FINAL

HECTORVILLE 8.5-53 EASTERN PARK 2.3-15
GOAL KICKERS: GOAL KICKERS:

BEST PLAYERS:

BEST PLAYERS:
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SAWFL DIVISION 5 - GRAND FINAL 2023 by

Kayla Hamilton

Loreto OS 1.7.13 vs Modbury 0.4.4

It all came down to this sunny day in September, where the Loreto Old Scholars took on the Modbury
Hawks to finish what has been a cracker season for both sides. Thorns in each other’s sides and in a
constant tug-of-war throughout the season, it was Loreto OS who were able to come out on top
when it mattered most.

The first quarter was a battle, with the only scored registered being a behind for the Loreto and this
trend continued well into the second. Goals were hard to come by in this game, a combination of
perhaps finals nerves and equally matched teams. Scores were level heading into the final and it was
Bethany Ince who was able to bring her team over the line, with the one and only goal of the day.

Overall, it was brilliant end to what has been a truly exciting season.

Nevaeh Ebert, Mia Ebert, Justine Fielding, Charlotte Churcher and Jaimee Banning kept the Hawks
composed in this arduous final battle, walking away with best on ground in a Grand Final for their
efforts.

Amelia Rosella, Bethany Ince, Ereni Vithoulkas, Hannah Ellis and Bella Simpson were named best for
the winning team, with Bethany Ince also walking away with the Adelaide Footy League player of the
round.
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DIVISION 5
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2023 GRAND FINAL

LORETO0 0S ... 1.7-13 MODBURY ... 0.4-4
GOAL KICKERS: GOAL KICKERS:

BEST PLAYERS: BEST PLAYERS:
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SAWFL DIVISION 6 - GRAND FINAL 2023 by

Aidan Oliver

Golden Grove (4.7.31) defeated Athelstone (4.4.28)

Move aside Ashley McGrath and the Brisbane Lions of 2013, division 6 of the Adelaide Footy League
has its very own Miracle on Grass. In a thrilling nail-biter, Golden Grove have overcome premiership
favourites Athelstone to be crowned the 2023 champions in emphatic fashion. Golden Grove have
been a force to be reckoned with in the second half of the season, so it feels almost disrespectful to
have held their opponents at such a higher regard heading into the match up.

Truthfully, there has not been a team close to Athelstone’s consistency and quality; their list is
stacked with superb footballers and many of the best athletes in the competition. However, as has
been proven time and time again, anything can happen on Grand Final day. Golden Grove bolsters an
arsenal of devastating attacking threats and their uncanny ability to create chances, has delivered
them the most coveted prize in football.

The Grove girls were explosive out of the blocks, creating five chances in the opening term whilst
effectively restricting all of Athelstone’s movement out of defence. Realistically, the game should’ve
been decided before the first break but their inaccuracy in front of goal provided a clear path back
into the game for the minor premiers. Athelstone’s two goals against the run of play helped them to
establish a narrow two-point lead heading into halftime. What followed was a captivating display of
goal scoring prowess for which ultimately decided the fate of the finalists.

True to form, the third term was certainly the premiership quarter. Golden Grove spared no mercy as
they relentlessly drove inside forward 50 to exploit a rare lack in concentration and slow start by a
typically resolute Athelstone defence. Their three goals from four scoring opportunities saw them
regain control of the contest and register a ten-point margin heading into the closing stages of the
2023 season.

In a true test of grit, stamina and determination, Golden Grove were able to withstand an almighty
late charge by Athelstone. It was an onslaught of offensive pressure, with the coaching staff of the
trailing side throwing absolutely everything forward to try and secure a famous victory.
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Aida:}'m\,e, Golden Grove defeated Athelstone (cont'd)

If Golden Grove were going to be successful in their endeavours on the weekend, it would require an
enormous group effort along with some inspirational individual performances. Alas, cometh the hour,
cometh the woman; Rhiannon Utton is a superstar who was born to play on the biggest stages. Her
best on ground display was another prolific example of her devastating capabilities and she has
finished her impressive season with a flag as the joint best and fairest winner of division 6.

The other superstar ruck to feature in the grand final was Brittany Spooner, who also shared the
honours of the Georgi lley medal with Utton. Congratulations to both recipients on an amazing
season. The only multiple goal scorer of the day was Grove’s Katie Bell, who wreaked havoc in the
attacking 50 alongside Sarah Hewitson and Jo Potter. The trio were treated to plentiful chances
thanks to their midfield stocks, who consistently created scoring opportunities for the forwards to
feast upon.

For Athelstone, their loss in the big dance marks a sour conclusion to a fantastic year for them in
division 6. Kelly Fitzpatrick stood tall and fought gallantly despite the result and was named as her
side’s top performer. It’s a long off season for the women and I’'m sure many have already turned their
attention to what 2024 may look like for them in division 5.

Congratulations to Golden Grove’s division 6 side who are the first ever female premiers in the
club’s history!

South Australian Women’s Footballer Magazine - Your weekly BIBLE of South Australian Football



https://www.barrysburgers.com.au

South Australian Women’s Footballer Magazine - Your weekly BIBLE of South Australian Football


https://cleantimeservices.com.au

DIVISION 6
GONDE SEEREEEARME

2023 GRAND FINAL

ATHELSTONE 4.4-28 GOLDEN GROVE 4.7-31
GOAL KICKERS: GOAL KICKERS:

BEST PLAYERS: BEST PLAYERS:
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